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virtue and of noble examples. The power of the ordi-
nary agencies of moral restoration which are at work in
the world is thus limited. But the world will surely
admit exceptions. Agencies have at different times been
brought to bear which have had a greater power than
this, and which have roused good impulses in hearts that
seemed dead, A Whitefield, a Bernard, a Paul—not to
say a Christ—have certainly shown that the most con-
firmed vice is not beyond the reach of regenerating in-
lluences. Inspired men like these appearing at intervals
have wrought what may be called moral miracles. Nor
is it possible to set bounds to the restoring and converting
power of virtue, when, as it were, it takes fire—when,
instead of a rule teaching a man to do justice to his
neighbours, and to benefit them when an occasion pro-
scnts itself, it becomes a burning and consuming passion
of benevolence, an energy of, self-devotion, an aggressive
ardour of love. Well! it is this aggressive, exceptional
virtue that Christ assumes to be employed, and that
the world leaves out of calculation. Christ is consistent
here; we have remarked repeatedly that he demands an
enthusiasm, and it is consistent therefore that he should
impose tasks to which only an enthusiasm is equal.
Once more, however, the world may answer, Christ
may be consistent in this, but is he wise? It may be
true that he does demand an enthusiasm, and that such
an enthusiasm may be capable of awakening the moral
vscnwe in hearts in which it seemed dead. But if, notwith-
standing this demand, only a very few members of the
Christian Church are capable of the enthusiasm, what use
iu imposing on the whole body a task which the vast
majority are not qualified to perform ? Would it not be

